L Wy FL 
1 2 L : - 


„ 


N 


0 


Serious Thought 


Pc ccc 8 


— —ñä6—t ũ 2 ꝰ ́ — —— 


: — — Bb. . A * * * 
. 
* „ . TIE. - . - 

tn : bg 


UPON THE 


> of bs 
Ly A) L <- 


PERSEVERANCE 


Year, Mo, ce, i. 


- 


ted in the 


: 


rin 


* 
* 
* 


5 
* 
* * 
* — * \ 
R „ - £ 
4 = bd s * & F 
* 0 
. 
1 Ly - c 
— 
# 
* 9 
0 7 * 
* 
0 EY * 
5 
* 
7 5 — 
N 4 . 
2 i 
| 7 1 * 7 — 
9 
— + 
5 pe is 2 
# 
* « 
8 * Y 
* * 8 
71 . ; 1 * . + * — * * 
” e . 
* « > , 4 | * - 2 ' 8 
' 5 W 
i - 1 - „ y - 
— ; . 5 „„ ˙ 0 4 
3 o 1 1 8 
* % # Foo * 
* ; = TI 
7 % ” "ov 78 © % 7 
' TO” , 
1 * . : e > . ” Py \ 
* % 4 — , 
4 "_ 
* „ [7 4 * — 2% . 
$ 2 8 7 1 - an” 
4 SN 2 * — 
- . = * - 
* . 4 
3 : 4 4s 2 * 7 4 4 
# Je F ea” 4 a ? : 
7 rere 8 
1 WM... ro * 
SER e 1 p 
: 4 9 * Sat. WE 4-7 
© 2 2 . 2 5 8 
_ * 4 « os ET do . 
* »-£ * * 
$ %.-& * * 
* * „ 
® 4 8 
4 " * - 
- * OY FI * , 
1 2 
Ne 1 
. 4 4 
. "A 4 
+: 
of f 
4 


e 


* 
* 


R n 


4 
- * us 
3 4 
» 
. AF 
0 
be + 
- 
4b 1 
2 
> 
= . 
* q 
7 > 
k =o 
 —_— 
DO. 5 
95 5 


ws 
5 
. 
122 


I 1 
* =_— 
249 
*4 
— r 
- 
Z 
, 
of 
f 
4 4 
=_— 
£ 1 
— * 1 
or 
E 0 
3 
a 
* 4 rn 
: Z 
9 
— 
4 8 - . 
* [ 


SE” 


* ©4644; 9, a A 
n 
1 9 7 


4+ 


x. i 


Serious Thoughts 


FE the PERS EVERANCE of 4 
41 N Gf 8. 


1 ANY 1 Volumes have been 
already publiſhed on this impor- 
tant Subject. But the very Length 


of them makes them hard to be underſtood, or 


even purchaſed by common Readers. A ſhort, 
plain Treatiſe on this Head, is what ſerious 


Men have long deſired, and what is here offered 4 


to thoſe whom Goo has endowed with Love * 
Meekneſs of Wiſdom. ; 

2. By the Saints I underſtand, Thoſe whe are 
holy or righteous, in the Judgment of Gow 
- himſelf : Thoſe who are endued with the 
Faith that purifies the Heart, that produces 
a good Conſcience: Thoſe who are grafted in- 
to the good Olive tree, the ſpiritual, inviſible 
Church : Thoſe who are Branches. of the true 
Vine, of whom Carisr ſays, I am the Vine, ye 
| are the Branches: Thoſe who ſo effectually know 
Cusis , as by that Knowledge to have eſcaped: 


the Palla of the World: Thoſe who ſee the 


Light of the Glory of Gov in the Face of Jz8us 
Cuxisr, and who have been made Partakers of 


the Ho LY Ghost, of the Witneſs and the Fruits 
A-2 . „ Mi | 


ol the Spirit: Thoſe who live by Faith in the 
Son of Gop : "Thoſe who are ſanctified by the 
| Blood of the Covenant: Thoſe to whom all, or 

any of theſe Characters belong, I mean by the 
Term Saints. 

3. Can any of theſe fall away ? By falling away 
we mean, not barely falling into Sin. This, it 
is granted, they may. But can they fall zota//;? 
Can any of theſe ſo fall from Gov, as to periſh 
TOR; ? 

4. Tam ſenſible, ek Side of this Queſtion, 
is attended with great Difficulties: Such as Rea- 
ſon alone could never remove. Therefore ta 
the Law and to the Teſtimony. Let the living 
Oracles decide: And if theſe ſpeak for us, we 

veither ſeek nor want farther Witneſs. 

On this Authority, I believe, a Saint may 
fatt away; that one who is holy or righteous, in 
the Judgment of Gop himſelf, may nevertheleſs 
fo fall from Gov, as to periſh everlaſtingly. 

I. For thus ſaith the LoD, VI ben the righte- 
Teeus turneth away from bis Righteouſneſs, and com- 
mittetb lniquity „ in his Treſpaſs that be batb trej- 
paſſed, and in bis Sin that be bath finned, in x them 
Jhall he die. 

That this is to be dens of eternal Death, 
| appears from the zöth Verſe: 

"When a righteous Man turneth away from his 
Rigbteruſeſs and committeth Iniquity, and dieth in 
them, (here is temporal Death,) r his Iniquily 
that he hath done, be * a e: Here is Death 


| eternal. i Ry I 
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runeth, it ſpall die. 
f you ſay, the Soul here means he Body : as 
BS | anſwer, that will die whether you fin. or no. 


banminerb Iviguity, all Bir Righteoufinſe ſpall not 


mitted ſhall he die. 


die thereby, 

Therefore one whe is holy 2 rigAteoud; in 
the Judgment of God himſelf, ay "we fall 
as to periſh everlaſtingly, ' 

7. * But how is this conſiſtent with whas Gol 
declared elſewhere, $ , his Children firjake my 
Law and walk not in my Fudgmert. Iwill oft 
their Offences with the Rod, an their Sin with 
Srourges. Nevertheleſs my loving Kindneſs wilt 7 
nt utterly take from bim, mor faffer my Truth 
fail. My Covenant will I not break, "nit" auf the 
Thing that is gone out of my Lips + I have feoorn onc⸗ 
| bs my Holineſs, that I will not fail David. 

i anſwer, There is no Manner of Incbnſiſi- 


The Prophet dedares the juſt judgment of Gop, 
Righteouſneſs. 
| 1 bin 


Ver. 4. +c. 33. v. 13. f v. 18. $ Plate 
. 334. *. 48. als 22. 30. 


It appears Farther from the whole Scope of: . 
me Chapter, which is to s * 7 * Saul _ \ 


= 6. Again, thus faith the Lozp, + Nn 
all /ay to the Righteous, that be bull ſurely Vive, + 
=: be /ruft to bis ou Righteouſneſs (yea, or to 
chat Promiſe as abſolute and unconditional)' a 


be remembred, but for. his * that be bath com. 0 


Again, oF When the Righteous turneth et his | 
Rightesnjnejs and rommittotb ig, be A . | 


ency between one Declaration and the other. 


againſt every righteous Man who falls from his 
The Pſalmiſt declares. T 


ing e which coD fert unto David ir 
bis Truth. I have found, faith he, David my Ser- 
vant, with my boly Oil have I anointed bim. My 
Hand ſhall bold bim fut, and my Arm ſhall ftirengthen 
bim-— His Seed alſo will I make co endure for ever, 
and his Throne as the Days of Heaven, It follows, 
® But if bis Chilaren forſake my Law and walk not 
in my Judgment. — Nevertheleſs my loving Kindne/; 
will nat utterly take from bim, nor ſuffer my Trath: 
to fail. My Covenant will I not break. I will not 
fail David. His Seed ſhall endure for ever, and 
bis Throne as the Sun before me. 

May not every Man ſee, That the 3 
here ſpoken. of, relates wholly to Darid and his 
Seed or Cbilaren? Where then is the Incon- 
ſiſtency between the moſt abſolute Promiſe made 
fo, n particular Family; and that. ſolemn Ac. 
count which Gop has here given of his Way of 
Dae with all-Mankind? _ | 

Beſides, the very Covenant mentioned in theſe 
Words. is not abſolute, but conditional. The 
Condition of Repentance in caſe of forſaking 

-Gov's Law, was implied, tho' not expreſt. 
And. fo ſtrongly implied, that this Condition 
failing; not being performed, Gop did alſo /i 
David. He did alter the Thing that bad gone out 
of bis Lips, and yet without any Impeachment of 
bis Truth. He Þ a#hborred and \forſook bis Aniint- 
en, the Seed of David, whoſe Throne, if they 
had repented, ſhould have been 41 the Day: of 
Heaven. He did 5 break the Covenant of his Ser- 
want, and caft his Crown to the Ground. So vain- 
y are theſe Words of the P/a/mift brought to 
contradit the plain, full Teſtimony of the Prophet, 
8 Nor 
. Ver. 3 C. f v. 37. $ v. 38. 


„e 


avid ir 
my Ser- 
n.' My 
rengthen 
or ever, 
follows, 
walk not 
Kindneſs 


uy Trath: 


will not 


Vers. and" 


Covenant 
and his 
Incon- 

ſe made 

mn Ac. 


Way of 


in theſe 
|. The 
orſaking 
expreſt. 
ondition 
alſo fail 
gone out 
ument of 
s. Anaint- 

if they 
Days ff 
bis Ser- 
So vain- 
zught to 
Prophet, 

8 Not 


- aſſert, That no 


Aſſertions or Prophecies, which relate only ta, - 


VERY We EY R * La tanks 
* * x bY 2 1 5 2 * 
* * I * 


n * 
Rs 
* Le 
* 
- 


K FE P _ N at * , 9 
, * n n n 1 * . CLF $1. VE - i 
3 * a R W R f rs ; 
mn U g y \ k 1 Ty | * = A 
A - * F 7 1 — * 8 # * 
F 1 ln * Z * 
g 8 1 5 4 * 
N i 
8 8 
0 ** ' * - On 1 
. . - <p "WR 
” I i 
J _ 
= 
— 4 9 + 
v2 
* 88 
4 


. Nor is there any Contradiction between this 


recimony of Gov by Exeliel, and thoſe Words Þ 
which he ſpake by Feremiab: I have loved thee .3 
7% an cerlafting Love ; therefore: with loving 


Kindneſs have I drawn thee. For, do- theſe Words 
righteous Man ever turns from. 

his Righteouſneſs ? No ſuch Thing. They do 

not touch the Queſtion, hut ſimply declare God's 

Love to the Feeej/: Church. To ſee this in the 
cleareſt Light, you need only read over the 
whole Sentence. + Mt the ſame Tine, ſaith the 
LORD, 1 will l tb GOD of all the Families of - 
Iſrael, and they ſhall be my People. Thus ſaith the 
LORD, the People which were {ft of the Stoord,,, 
ound Greet in the Wi Iderneſs, even Iſrael, toben I * 
cauſed bim to re. The LORD bath apperred of old 
unta/me, ſaith the Prophet, ſpeaking in the Perxſon 

of rail, ſaying, F bave loved thee with 4 Beur- 1 
laing Love, therefore with loving Kindne/s have 1: Y 


drawn thee: Again I tuill build thee, and thou 0 p | 
galt be built, O Firgin of Wruel., i. 


Suffer me here to obſerve once for all, a Fal.: 
lacy which is conſtantly uſed, by almoſt all, 
Writers on this Point. They perpetually beg. 
the Queſtion by applying to particular Perſons, 
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the Church in general: And ſome of them onl xx "| 
to the Jewiſß Church and Nation, as . ; 
guiſhed from all other People. 2" 
If you ſay, © But it was particularly revealed 1 4 5 
to ne, That Gop had loved me with an ener-. 3 
laſting Love 71 anſwer, Suppoſe it was, (Which | 
might bear a Diſpute) it proves no more, at the! 
moſt, than that you in particular ſhall a 


TC 31. 7. I» is Jn . 
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But does not Fe the General Queſtion, Whe- ? 


ther others ſhall, or ſhall not.? 

9. Secondly, One who is endued Pee the 
Faith that purihes the Heart that produces a 
good Conſcience, , may nevertheleſt fo fall from 
* D, as to periſſi everlaſtingly. 

For thus ſaith the inſpired Apoſtle, * War 4 

wy Warfare, bolding Faith and a good Conſcience, 
robich ſome having put 2 nen . have 
made Shiporect. 
_ _  Obferve, 1. | Theſe Men (ſuch. a as ebe, 
and Alevander) had once the Faith that puriſies 
the Heart, that produces a good Conſcience, 
which they once hall, or 86 could not have 
per it away. 

-Obſerve, 2. They made non; of the” 
Faith, which neceffarily implies the total and 
final Loſs of it. For a Veſſel once wreck'd can 


never be recover d. It is totally and finally loft. 
And the Apoſtle himſelf, in his ſecond 


Epiſtle to 7imotby, mentions one of theſe two as 


irrecoverably loſt. + Alexander, ſay he, did me 


much Evil: The L 0 R fall reward bim accord- 
ing to bis Works, 


— 


Therefore one who is foal with the Faith 


that purifies the Heart, that produces a good 
Conſcience, may neverthelefs ſo fall from God» 


as to periſh everlaſtingly. 
10. % But how can this be reconciled with the 


IR Words of ourLog», He that believeth ſhall be ſaved.” 


Do you' think theſe Words mean, be hat be- 


" Javerat this Moment, fball certainly and 1 inevi- 


tably be /aved ? 


- Tf this Interpretation be good, then by all 


the Rules'of Speech, the other Part of the Sen⸗ 
bh Tim. 1. Aix. 20. f 2 Tim. iv. 14. 
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ence muſt mean, be that does wt * at this." 
Moment, hal certainly and inevitably be damned. * 


Therefore that Interpretation cannot'be good. 
The plain Meaning then of the whole Sentence 


is, He that believeth, if he continue in Faith, 


foall be ſaved; be that believeth not, if he conti- 


nues in Unbelief, ſpall be damned. 


11, * But does not CR is r ſay elſewhere, e 


| that betieveth hath everlaſting Life ? And + He 


that believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting 


| Life, and ſhall not come into Condemnation, but is. 
paſſed from Death uno Life.” _ | 7 


I anſwer, 1. The Love of Gov is i 


Life. It is, in Subſtance, the Life of Heaven. 


Now every one that believes, loves Gon and 


| therefore bath everlaſting Lift. - 


2. Every one that believes is therefore paſted 
| from Death, ſpiritual Death, unto Life; And 


3. Sball nat rome into Condemnation, if he en- 


dureth in the Faith unto the End: According to 


our Lord's own Word, He that endureth to . 
End, ſpall be ſaved: & And verily + ſay unto you, & 4 


Man keep my Saying, he ſhall never fee Death. 


12. Thirdly, Thoſe who are grafted in- 
to the good Olive-tree, the ipiritual, inviſible. 


Church, may nevertheleſs ſo fall from Go D, as 


to periſh everlaſtingly. 


For thus ſaith the Apoſtle, f Some of the 100 5 
are broken off, and thou art grafted in among thent | 


and with them partakeſt of Te Root and Fan nf 5 


the Olive tres. 


Be not bigb- minded but fear: If G 0 D ſpared mot. "ING 
the natural Branches, take heed left be ſpars not hs... 


Jer iü. 36. 1 c. 6. v. 24. Jobn viii. 51. 
Rom. xi. 17, 20, 21, 22 "SY 
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Babold the Goodneſs ed Severity f 60D! On 
' heme eobich fell Severity ; but taward thee Goodne/s, 
if thou continue in bis Goodneſs 3 / otherwiſe thou 
Halt be cut off. * 
We may obſerve here, 1. The Person ſpoken 
to, were actually grafted into the Olive - tree: 
2. This Olive- tree is not barely the outward, 
viſible Church, but the Inviſible, conſiſting of 
holy Believers. So the Text. * JF ebe firft Fruit 
be holy, the Lump is holy ; and if the Root be hob, 
fo are the Branches. * And, » Becauſe of Undelief 
they were broken off, and thou flandeſt by Faith. 
3. Theſe holy Believers were ſtill liable to be 
eut off from the inviſible Church, . into which 
they were then grafted : 1 
4. Here is not the leaſt Jatioation of thoſe ind 
Who were fo cut off, being ever grafted in again. Wi 
Therefore thoſe who are grafted into the good | 5 
Olive · tree, the ſpiritual, inviſible Church, may I uire 
nevertheleſs fo fall from Geb, as to periſh ever- S 
lag 0 
13. * But how does this —_ with the oth | 
Verſe, The Gifts and Calling O are without 
Repentance ® 
be preceding Verſe ſhews : As touching the 
El-#ion (the unconditional Election of the Je. 
with Nation) they are beloved for the Fathers St: 
For the Sake of their Fore Fathers. It follows 
lin proof of this, That they are beloved for tht 
' Fathers Sake, that Gop has ſtill Bleſſings in Store 
for the Jerviſb Nation) For the Gifts and Calling 
> of GOD, ure without Repentance ; For Gop doth 
ww N | fo not repent 0 of any Bleſſings he hath. given them, at 
5 MP) ps „ 
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ith a peculiar Regard to theſe national Bleſ- 


op is unchangeably holy. Therefore he al- 


Ways /oveth Righteouſneſs and hateth Tniquity. He 


s unchangeably Good. Therefore he pardoneth 


[theſe to whom he gave Grace when they were 
humble, Nay, his unchangeableneſs itſelf re 


Penfations toward them. 


wer, in fulfilling every Promiſe which he hath 


| made, to all to whom it is made, all who fulkl 
Jae Condition of that Promiſe. More particu- 


larly, 1ſt, F GOD is faithful in that he toil? not 
w o to be tempted above that you are able to 


ſuffer, thro“ anreaſonable and withed Men. 3 


Numb. xxiii. 19. 
r. 13. Þ 2 Thgff, iii. 2, 3. 11 


en 


ny Privileges he hath called them to. The 5 
Vords here referred to, were originally ſpoken 


e. *GOD is not a Man, that he ſhould lie, 

, (be Sen of Man, that be fbould repent. 
Fs 14. © But do not you" hereby make Go 
Wh angeable ? Whereas + with bim if no variable- 
„., iiber Shader of turning #” By no means, 


u that r-pent and believe the Goſpel. And he 

| bs unchangeably juſt ; therefore he rewardeth 
very Man according to bis Works, But all this 
inders not his reſiſting when they are proud, 


3 quires, that if they grow high minded, Gov. 5 
oold cut them off: That there ſhould be a 
3 proportionable Change, in all the Divine Dif- — 


15.“ But how then is Gop Ait? 1 ER 


1 2d, D LORD is faithful, to Aabliſb and 5 
bo you from evil (if you put your Truſt in him) 
2 from all the evil which you might otherwiſe 


Quenth not the Spirit ; bold f's faſt that which is guad; 


+ ame, i. 17. T Car 55 
0 1 72% v. 19. Sr. 


2 


. abſtain from "all Cy of la And your, 
. tobole Spirit, Soul and Body ſhall be preſerved blame. 
2 Lt, unto the coming of our Lord F ESUSCHRIST. 
Faithful 4s he that calleth you, who alſo will an i, WY * 
EL *® _ 4. Be not diſobedient unto the heavenly Calling, WA *© 
1 and * G OD is faithful by whom ye were called, 
I zo confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blamels,, i © 
1 in the Day of our Lerd FESUS CHRIST. V 
* notwithſtanding all this, unleſs you fulf! the WF 5 
| 5 Condition, you cannot attain the Promiſe. I : 
* „ Nay, but are not 4% the Promiſes hes ai 
it | amen, They are. They are firm as the ” 
„ Pillars of Heaven. Perform the Condition: And 
. the Promiſe is ſure. Believe, and thou ſhalt be 
4 ſaved. 8 
8 „ many Promiſes are abſolute and un- 
3 conditional. In many, the Condition is no 
Ut expreſt. But this does not prove, there is none 
173 implied. No Promiſes can be expreſt, in a more 
oy - abſolute Form, that thoſe above cited from the 
| * Sgqth Pſalm. And yet we have ſeen, a Condi- 
| f L tion was implied even there, cho none Was 
| "my | expreſs. F | | 
| 1+ 16. „But chere! is no 8 either =Y 
"9 '« or implied, in thoſe Words of St. Paul, I an 
1 bs , perſuaded that neither Death, nor Life, nor Height 
a nor any Creatare, Ball be abt 1 
1 ö It "+ parate us from the Love of GOD, whizh is i 
r « CHRIST JESUS our LORD.” 
i Suppoſe there is not (which will bear a Di.. 
1 pute) yet what will this prove? Juſt thus much, Wil 
| i ph that the Apoſtle was at that Time fully perſuad- Wi 
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but many a at "his Day, have the very | 


| Aflurance of Hope, But this does not prove, 


| of his Perſeverance. . _ © 


ſo fall from Gov, as to periſh everlaſtingly, .; » 


taketh it away. TM 
I am the Vine, ye are the 1 77 4 Man 
abide nol in. me, be is caſt forth ns Branch and is = 
withered,” and Men gather them and caft them into "i 
the Fire, and they are burned. | 'q 4 | 
Here we may obſerve, 1. The Perſons 8 8 
of, were in CHRIST, Branches of the true Vine: 
2. Some of theſe 8 abide not in emen, „ 
| but the Father taketh them n 1 


conſequently never grafted in again. Nay, ” 


e i. 8, 9. 


. 


ſame perſuaſion, termed in Scripture, the full 


that every Believer ſhall perſevere : e 
than that every Believer is oy Ry ae 


IV. 17. Fourthly, Thoſe 0 8 are debe * "mY 1 
of che true Vine, of whom Cusisr ſays, I am A 
the Vine, ye are the Branches, may. nevertheleſs _ . 


For thus ſaith our Bleffed Log o himſelf, ,/7 8 
am the true Vine, and my Father iis the Hushand-. _ 
non. | 

Every Branch in me that lab act: Fra, bo | 


3. The Branches which abide not are at forth, 
raſt out from Cuxis r and his Church: 1 Os 


4. They are not only call forth. but withered * 


5. They are not only c fortb and withered, _ = 
but alſo c into the' Fire. And © Ly - "ol 

6. They * are burned. It is not pollble for = 
Words more ſtrongly to declare, that even. thoſe 
who are now Branches in the true Vine, may yet 
4 fall, as to periſh "la | 


18. By this clear, indiſputaBle Declaration of 
our Lox, we may interpret thoſe which might 
be otherwiſe liable to diſpute : Whereih it is cer. 
tain, what ever he meéeant befide, he did not 
mean to rontradi himſelf. For Example, * 77 
It the Fatber's Will, that of all which be hath given 
me 1 Jhonld hoſe nothing. Moſt ſure; a// that GOD 
Bath given him, or (as it is expr eſt in the next 
Verſe) 'every one which believeth en him, namely, 
to the end, he wil/ ralſe 7 up at the loft Day, to 
reign with kim for ever. 
Again, / am the living Bread: — If any Mas 
eat of this Bread (by Faith) Beall live for ever. 
True; if he continue to eat thereof. . And whe 
can doubt of i it? 
Again, f My Sheep hear my Voice, and I kn 


"them, and they follow me. And I give unto then. | 


eternal Life; and they ſhall never periſh, niithir 
fall any pluck them out of my Hand. 


In the preceeding Text, rhe Condition is on- 


ly implied. In this it is plainly expreſt. They 
are my Sheep, that hear my Vaiee, that  Nollow me in 
all Holineſs. And, / ye do theſe Things, Je 
Fall never fall. None ſhall 22 you out of my 
Man... 

Again, f Having loved bis own which were in 
the Worll, he loveth them unto the End. Having 
loved his own, namely the Apoſtles, (as the very 
next Words, which were in the World, evidently 
ew) he loved them unto the End of his Life, 
and manifeſted that Love to the Val. 


19. 


Ver. 51. c. 1 10. v. 27, 28, 29. + 7 


xiii. 1. 
* 
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f 1315 
Once more, * Hey Father, beep thraugh © 
N 021. Nam? thaje e thou haſt given Md that 
they may be one, 4s We arg one.. 

Great Streſs has been laid upon this Text: 
And it has been hence inferred, That all th ſe eu- 
the Father had given bim (a Phraſe frequently 
occurring in this Chapter) muſt nn perſe- 
vere to the End. | 

And yet in the very next Verſe, our Lond " 
himſelf declares, That one of zheſe whom the 
Father had given him, did not perſevere unto the 
End, but periſhed everlaſtingly. 

His own Words are. f Thoſe that thou cadet 
me, I have kept, and none of them i is loft, but the 
Son of Perditian.. 

So one even of theſe was finally loſt! A De- 
monſtration that the Phraſe Thoſe whom thou haſt 
given me, Aignifies, here (if not in moſt other 
_ too) the twelve Apoſtles and them only). 

On this Occaſion, I cannet but obſerve 
ace common Inſtance of begging the Queſti- 
on, of taking for granted, what ought to be 

proved: It is uſually laid down, as an indiſ- 
putable Truth, that whatever our Loxv' ſpeake _ 
to or of his Apoſtles, is to be applied to all Be- 
lievers, But this cannot be allowed by any Who 
unpartially ſearch the Scriptures. 'They cannot 
allow, without clear and particular Proof, that 
any one of thoſe Texts, which related anger 
to the Apoſtles (as all Men' yy 1 to 1 
but them. 

N 2 
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1 1 16 1 8 
. Fifthly, Thoſe who ſo effeftually 
"hls Chix isT, as by that Knowledge to have 
eſcaped the Pollutions of the World, may yet 
fall back into thoſe ann rr Prin ever. 
Jlaſtingly. - 

For thus ſaith the A poſtle Peter, * after M 
Baris eſcaped the Pollution: of the Vorl, - thro the 
Knowledge of the. Lord and Saviour 7 ESUS 
+ CHRIST, {the only poſſible Way of eſcaping 
them) they are again intargled therein and over- 


come, "the latter E ad is worſe with thim than the 
Beginning. 


For it bad been better for them, not to NET known 


the Way of Rig bieeuſicſs, than after they bad known 
it, to turn her the "yy agen! en 10" "hes unto 
them. 

That the Knowledes of the Wa 5 W 
Which they had attained, was an inward, expe- 
rimental Knowledge, is evident from that other 
Expreſſion, They had eſcaped the Pollution, of the 


Mord: An Expreſſion parallel to that in the 
the preceding Chapter, _+ Having eſcaped the 


Corruption which is in the World, And in both 
Chapters, this Effect is aſcribed to the ſame 
Cauſe: Termed in the firſt, The Kuoledge of 
Bim gobo hath called us to Glory and Virtue; in the 
ſecond, more explicitly, the Knowledge of the Lord 
and Saviour, FESUS CHRIST. | 

5 And yet they loft that experimental Know- 
ledge of Cuaisr and the Way of Righte- 
ouſneſs : They fell back into the ſame Pollutions 


- they had bali ; and were again intang/ed 
therein 


* 2 Pet. li. 20, 21. 4 
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TIED 


theres and overrome. They turned from the "bg 


= Cmmandnent delivered to them, fo that their i, 
| tor End was worſe than tbeir Beginning. 


Therefore thoſe WhO ſo effectually know 


Cuxis re as by that Knowledge to have eſeaped 
| the Pollutions of the World, may yet fall vn 
into thoſe Polutions and periſſi everlaſtingly. 


22. And this is perfectly conſiſtent with St, 
Peter's Words, in the firſt Chapter of his former 
Epiſtle : Who are kept by the Power of GOD thro 


Faith unto. Salvation. , Undoubtedly ſo are all 
they who ever attain eternal Salvation. It is the 


Power of Gop only, and not our own, by which 
we are kept one Day or one Hour. 

VI. 23. Sixthly, thoſe who ſee the Light a 
the Glory of Gow in the Face of JI xs Canist,. 
and who have been made Partakers of. the Ho- 
LY Guosr, of the Witneſs and the Fruits of 
the Spirit; may nevertheleſs ſo fall from. doo, 
as to periſh everlaſtingly. 

For thus ſaith the inſpired Writer to the: He- 
bre, * It is impoſſible for thoſe robo were once in- 
liobtened,, and have tafted of tha heavenly Gift,. 
and were raade:Partakers of. the Holy Ghoſt —If they 
fall away,. to renew them again to Repentance 3: fee | 
ing they crucify ta tbemſelves the Son of G0 tein 
and put him to an open Shame... | 

Muſt not every unprejudiced Perſon: ſee,. the: 
Expreſſions here uſed, are ſo ſtrong and clear, 
that they cannot without groſs and palpable. 
Wreſting, be underſtood of any but trueBelievers & 

They were once enlightened : An Expreſſion fa- 
miliar with the Apoftle, and never by him ap- 
plied to any but Believers. So, The GOD of our 

Ih. 6. v. 4, 6. Bpbe/..i. 17, 18, 19. 
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Spirit. 
himſelf, in his grand Commiſſion to St. Pau! (to 


26. v. 18. 


1261 


Lord F.ESUS CHRIST, give unto you the Spi. 


ri of Wiſdom and Revelation. -— The Eyes of your 


Underſtanding being inlightened, that ye may know 
what is the Hope of his Calling — And what is the 
exceeding Greatneſs of bis Glory, to utward that be- 
lens. So again, 60 D' who commanded tht 
Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined into our 
Hearts, to give the Light of the Knowledge of the 
Glary of GOD in the Face of JESUS CHRIST. 


This is a Light which no Unbelievers have. 


They are utter Strangers to ſach Inlightning. | 
The GOD of this World hath blinded the Mind f 
them which believe not, left the Light of the gh. 
rions Goſpel Y C H * 18 Ty! , ſhould ſhine © unto 


them. 


They bad taſted of the 13 Gift (emphatical- 
e called) and were made Partakers of tbe HoLy 
HosT. So St. Peter likewiſe couples them to- 


gether: I Be baptized for the Remiſſion of Sins, and 
ye ſhall receive the Gift of the HoLy Guosr : 


Whereby the Love of Gov was ſhed abroad in 
their Hearts, with all the other Fruits of the 


Yea, it is remarkable, that our Loxv 


which the. Apoſtle probably alludes in theſe 


Words) comprizes all theſe three Partieulars. $ 


Lend thee to open their Eyes, and to turn them from 


Darkneſs 1% Light, and from the Power of Satan 


ants GOD, (here contracted into that one Ex- 
preſſion, They were inlightined) that they may re- 
teive alata Be of Sins $i 7 Be heavenly Gif * and an 


* 


« 2 Cor. iv, 6. 4 v. 4 Has u. 55 ch. 


- 


W fallen away: Therefore they muſt periſh ever- 


% 


[ 19 ] 


| Inheritance among them which are ſanfified; which 


are made Partakers of the H OLT GHOS T7, of 


f all the ſanctifying Influences of the Spirit. 


The Expreſſion, They taſted of the heavenly Gift, 


5 : is taken from the Pſalmiſt, * Taſte and ſee that the 


LORD is gooa. As if he had faid, Be ye as aſſured 


| of his Love, as of any thing you ſee with your 
Eyes. And let the Aſſurance thereof be ſweet 


to your Soul, as Honey is to your Tongue. 
And yet thoſe who had been thus in/ightenea, 

had t this Gift, and been thus Partaters of 

the HOLY, GHOST, ſa'fell away, that it was 


1nþ1/ſible to renew them again to Repentance. 


4 


But the Apoſtle only makes a Suppoſition, 
If they ſhall fall away.” | 8 


I anſwer, The Apoſtle makes no Suppoſition 


at all. There is no F in the Original. The 
Words are, *Adyt]ov 2d d poli vvlac— 


Y TapaTeoiy]as. That is, in plain Engliſh, 


It is inpaſſible to renew again unto Repen- 
tance, theſe who mere ance inligbtened and have 


laſtingly.-_ va "rh x „ 

24. But if fo, then farewell all my Com- 
fort.. A an RE oh 
Then your Comfort depends on a poor Foun- 


Cation, 


? 


* 


on, eicher that a Believer can, or cannot fall 
Way, not on the Remembrance of any thing 
wrought in me Nyferday; but on what is To-day : 
On my pre/ent Knowledge of Gop in Cur1sT, 
reconciling me to himſelf. On my ow behold- 
ng the Light of the Glory of Gop, in the Face 


. a. 


5 P/alm, XXXIV, 8. | 1 


My Comfort ſtands not on any Opini- i 


ib — 
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of Jus Canisr 5 Walking in the Light, as 
he is in the Light, and having Fellowſhip with 
My Comfort is, | 
that thro' Grace I row believe in the Lory Iss 
"CxnrsT ; and that his Spirit ducb bear Witnef | 


the Father and with the Son. 


with my Spirit, that I am a Child of Goo. 1 


take Comfort in this and this only, That I ſee i 


fee Jesus at the right Hand of Gop ; that I 
perſonally, for myſelf, and not for another, have 
an Hope full of Immortality; that I feel the 
Love of Gop ſhed abroad in my Heart, being 
erucified to the World, and the World crucified 


to me. My Rejoicing is this, the Teſtimony of 
my Conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly 
| Sincerity, not with fleſhly Wiſdom, but by the 
Grace of Gov,. mne in the 
World. ; 


Go and find, if you can, a wore ſolid Joy, i 


more bliſsful Comfort, on this Side Heaven. 
But this Comfort is not ſhaken, be that Opi- 
nion true or falſe ; whether the Saints in ge- 


neral can or cannot fall. 
If you take up with any Comfort mort of 


this, you loan on the Staff of a broken Reed, 
Which not only will not bear your Weight, but 


will enter into your Hand and pierce you. 
25. Seventhly, Thofe who live by Faith, may 


yet fall from Gop- and periſh everlaſtingly. 


For thus faith the ſame inſpired Writer, 7he 


Fuft ſpall live by Faith ; bit-if any Man draw 
bac, my Soul ſhall hats no Pleaſure in bim. The 
Fu, the juſtified Perſon, fhatl tive by Faith, even 
now ſhall he live the Life which i is hid with Chriſt 
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* Heb. X. 36 
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0b: 
dee with Gop for ever. But if any Man ds ate 
ack, ſrith the LoD, my Soul fhall baue no Plea> 
Ire in him : That 1 13, I will utterly caſt him off; 


nd accordingly the drawing back here ſpoken of, 
; termed in the Verſe immediately . 


ao? 


: rate ing back to Perdition. 


« But the Perſon ſuppoſed to draw back is not 


draw back from Faith who never came to it ? But 
2. Had the Text been fairly tranſlated, there 


had been no Pretence for this Objection. For the 
original runs thus: 0 Jixalef ix isse 


And if he endure unto the End, Jo hall 


e fame with him that is ſaid to live by Faith.” 
I anſwer 1. Who is it then? Can any Man 


tins &>l Ad des UTocdAnlai. Wh £ Minas the ; 


juſt Man that lives by Faith (fo the Expreſſion ne: 
| ceflarily implies, there being no other ,Nominative 
to the Verb) draws back,” "of _ "ou N wo 


Pleaſure in him." 
« But the Apoſtle TOR We are not of them whe 
draw back unts Perdition.” And what will you 


| infer from thence? This is ſo far from contra- 
dicting what has been obſerved before, that it 
manifeſtly confirms it. It is à farther Proof, 


that there are thoſe coho ara back unto Per dition, 
altho* the Apoſtle was not of that Naber. 


Therefore thoſe who live by Faith, may yet fin 


from Gop and periſh everlaſtingly. 


26. „ But does not Gov ſay to every one that 


lives by F kit, 17 will never "wage" our nor pare 


thee ? f 1 9 
The whole n runs e Let your cn 


vinſetim be toitbont pe and be content © 
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and ye be content with ſuch Things as qe baue. Then 


ie or three Witneſſes. Of how much foever Pu 
_Bi/bment ſpall be be thought wcorthy, who bath trodde 
ander Foct the Sen of GO b, and bath counted the 
an Kawory Thing. . 


mentioned here, was once ſanctiſied by the Blood 


God: And 3. That he hereby incurred a for 


#5 
with fuch Things as ye have ; for he 5565 fail 
£ will newer leave. thee nor | forſate thee. Tree; 


provided your Conver/ation. be without Cartetouſnej;, 2» 


you may Sid /ay, The Lord is my Helper, and! 3 
will not fear what Man ſhall. do unto me. = 
Do you not ſee, 1. That this Promiſe, as hen : 
recited, relates wholly to Temporal things! 
2. That even thus taken, it is not abſolute but = 
Conditional, and 3. That the Condition is e-, 
preſly mentioned in the very ſame Sentence ? 
- 27. Eighthly, Thoſe who are ſanQified by the 
Blood of the Covenant, may fo fall from Goo RE 
88 to periſh. everlaſtingly. - 3 
For thus again ſaith the Apoſtle, 7 tue fins 
wilfully, after we hate received the Knowledge of 
the Truth, there remaintth uo more Sacrifice for dis 
but 4 cirtain fearful lioting for of Judgment a 
fiery Indig nation which Si devour the Auverſariei. W 
He that deſpiſed Moſes Tam died without Mercy und 


Bleed of the Covenant,: wherewith- be was ſandtifit el, 
It is. undeniably alin. 1 „ That the Perſe 


of the Covenant. 2. That he afterwards by 
known, wilful Sin, trod under Foot the Son of 


than Death, oy Death os Puniſh: 


wy by the 
ed 1054 


3 Tr + OO 
I Hood of 3s Covenai, may. yet ſo fall ws to 
rim everlaſtingl7. 
Z$ 28. What! Can the Blood of Cunioe 
barn in Hell? Or can the Purchaſe of this Blood 
pf CiaisT- go thither ?”? , | 

I anfwer 1. The Blood of Cnrrsr he | 
zurn in Hell, no more than it can be ſpilt on 


: ” he Earth. The Heavens muſt contiin'Both his ; 
nen and Blood, until the Reſtitarion' of a | 

te but 5 | 

A r FT hings. But 

> :. If the Otadles'6f Gop are true, cite 2 1 
N + purchaſed by the Blood of | Cukxrsr may © » il 
- . bo thither. For he that was ſanctifed by chte 1 


| : Blood of Cix 187, Was purchaſed by the Blood 


« fn ef Cntr. But one Who was ſan&ified by the _ 

g of Blood of Cuxisr, may nevertheleſs go to Hell; 

w may fall under that fiery Indignation, Which man | 

f. and for ever devour the Adyerſaries. Re 


29. © Can a Child of Gov then go to Hell? 


undi Or can a Man be a Child of Gov to Day, π,jẽ 
r pi. 2 Child of the Devil to Morrow ? If Gov is t 
ad Father once, is he not our Father e 1 15 
d tht anſwer, 7 50M 
ified, 1. A Child of Gby, that is 2 b Belikver : 


(for be that believeth is born of God) While he 


-rſon continues a true Believer, canndt go to Hell. 
ind But 2. If a Believer make Shipwreck of the 
s by | Faith, he is no longer a Child of Gop. And 
on of then he may go to Hell,. yea and certainly will, 


| if he continue in Unbelief. 3. If a Believer may.” - 
make Shipwreck of the Faith, then a Man that 

believes now, may be an Unbeliever ſome Time 

| hence; yea very poſſibly, To-morrow : But 2 a 


& 7 24 * | L 
To, he Who is a Child of Gop to Day, may bel 
Child of the Devil To- morrow. For 4. Gol 
the Father of them that Believe, fo long as tha 
Believe. But the Devil is the Father of the 
that Believe not, whether they did once Beli , 
Or no. | 
30, The Sum of all is this. If the Seriß 
tures are true, thoſe who are holy or righteous 
the Judgment of Gop himſelf: Thoſe who are 
dued with the Faith that purifies the Heart, thi 
produces a good Conſcience : Thoſe who ay 
grafted into the good Olive tree, the Spiritual 
inviſible Church: Thoſe who are Branches 
- the true Vine, of whom Cur1sr fays, I a 
the Vine, ye are the Branches : Thoſe who f 
effectually know Cu RIS, as by that Knowledg 
to have eſcaped the Pollutions of the World; 
"Thoſe who ſee the Light of the Glory of Goh 
in the Face of Jesus CHrIsT, and who hay 
been made Partakers of the HoLy Gnosr, Ml 
the Witneſs and of the Fruits of the Spirit: Thoß 
who live by Faith in the Son of Gop : Tholg 
who are ſanctifled by the Blood of the Covenants 
may nevertheleſs ſo fall from Gop, as to perl | 
everlaſtingly. 1 
Therefore, let him that Randeth, take ke | 
leaſt he fall. L 
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